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^oviace of the. > 

MaffacBufet/S'BayA ^ , 

In COUNCJLy May 2g. 1766. 

WADEREDi That Isaac Rot all, 
Jamis RussblL) and Nathaniel 
KoFEs, Eiqrs, beia.CDmtnittee.tp wai( 
upon ihe Re/d Mr, ^pixr^Rp^BARNARD, 
an4. return him. tl^^ Thanks of tbspoard 
for his Scrn^on preached Yeft^day, being 
theDay appointed by the Royal Charter^ 
ibr the Eledion of Gouncellors for the 

« 

I'rovihce ; and to d^ea G)py of th^ 
iame for the Prefs. 
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NEHEMIAH V. 19, 

fHfNK upon me, myGqd, for good^ 
ftccor ding to aU that t have iHone for 
fbis people, 

I ■ , , • 

AN acquaintance with the hiftory qf 
paft ages will lead , us to obferve, 
that a common method of the ex- 
altation of a people, bath been by '^ifucceffien 
of men of eminent abilities and influence. 
A great genius appears at their l^ead, and 
forms a general fcheme of inftitutjons ai^d 
l^wa. This being adopted, adive fpirits 
follow, who carry it into executipn, and 
the community fwiftly afc^nds to the height 
, gf grofpirity. 
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UvEiTIp'aeJ'tiiLeh under the peculiM to^ . 
tclagc of Jehovah thus arofe to a flourifh- 
ing ftate. Mojes^ by divine direftion, gave 
them the rudiments of civil and ecclefiadi-^ 
ca\ polity. Jojhua^ by the fame, influence, 
led pm.'c^Jpr^^,^ 1C0 Ji^ajt^ip in 
the deliin d mheritance. 

In a v^ray fomewhat fimilar may we weH 
fuppofe a people emerging from the depth's 
of diftrefs to regain their national chara£ler.* 
Patriots, perhaps of different qualities, exert 
themfelvcs in turt), agreafeii 'si'their cir- 
^um^ap^csj 'till they makq a ^pec^able fi- 
ggre asin the, Ibrhier period dr Kfteir'exif- 
teric'e. ' ' * /; 
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iJiTSW tti^Itert uto'dr^ wlKJM'th'ev were eii- 
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An illpft ration of this we have in the cafe 
'df'tii&h rtfftoilisd tb?a!eftitttf«ifd Vhe flthts 1 



* 9 . . . 

!DttXi"NG fo l<Jng a tiarta, >X'hchilh-cpub- 
' litf oificefe of Tdigtbi^ tou^d npibcftguUrly 
,ti6rf6rttied,tvhenihey wereCoflyeJ-fairtwidi '^ 
IH^ rtiberftitiQhs cff G$qtilifH!»,.'an^'tbb man- t 
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t^ly ndcfiiafidnit^ it is iUrc^ pioftMi' J^US.. 
that tfa9 kdoxihiQk oSda'imij oriiib msi^ ^-^ 
gthdiity Ui&\,ii\it ardor b£ daTdtiim 9a«U'^: 
Vifiih inaoiJft thdir f|piate.lDdrdiciea«. ftii^.W.SJ^ 

^. ' ■•' •' . ■■■ • . • •' 

• '• '....• . ,, 

Let us view thefe exiles going to a d»r 
folate country> and a capital in rains, with 
iiMuntflh fail ipaStii add^wopcO^o timk 9Rci< 
ent patrimony, rebuBd. their city, foii.i^ t|Ml 
vrorfhip of God upon the Hebrew ritual, 
andliMtfo Che chol.adboainftndibh to adli9n- 
tAge t M the fame tiosM defpbd'd: ftiid jMitM 
by th€4rfiei^d)outs^ and retarded w t^ild) 
as poffible in every ialutary proje<ftion. ' 

Ttt III i things oooficBsare^ aotbiftg G«a 
Ip^'cIiEtoKer ^a tine raH. in&parttflme ,<h9|: 
they fll(M]ldhav^(U'{j^ «i^« for ji»i>/x to dir^^ 
(hem, «r6ti df goodoe&ikiid iAtyep)dity,i to 



bv/if l^t<M>tdId)eiB vitih his(pTOp]H»$:>^ in- 
Idrttd fllAft^^fiort tlic«i|, but. mdeffs tb.b»4 
^ld^^iat*^a'th<sb, oiaA foiiward-theieiTtBP- 
prjCes to which they vrete caUsd-^^-fisft 
^"•-' ' Zerubbahd 
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Zenibbabel and JoJhua\ .under .whom Xhti 
tiemple was built, and ak^ .lor daily iacri-, 
fice ; then Ezra a fcribe well intruded to 
the^kidgdom of hea^ren, who reftored the. 
fcripture tio its primitive purity, and diflblv'd 
thofe interdided alliances which weaken^d^ 
their attachment to their religion and coun- 
try. ' /.'... 

' B tj T Jer u falem yet laid defencelels,.enor- 
mities in part remained. 

7h e full accompliihment of. the jnetct^ 
ful inteijftion of heaven towards, th^it afHic- 
ted people was referved for Nchemiab. . . 

This man held a lucrative pod f in a. 

court.the center of the wealth and §lory of 

Afia, and had an intimate accdfs to thef 

mightieft^monarch then living. 3ut fur-" 

rounded .with 'afBuencc. and honpr, he 

moUrned for Zioii. His countenance b^.-^ 

trayed a troubled foul to his mafler, who 

underflahdtQg the caufe, gave him liberty 

of abfence for a tcrm^' in veiled him .with a 

public charader in Jud^> and feotmanda* 

tory > letters to. bis oiffiicers. bordering there*' 

upon to aflift him. , . .j i: : : // (. 

Hi$ 

f Prid. Coaocft* Vol. a^ 
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ad>blbctson sermon. ^ 

Every heart was revived, «vcry iMod emt 
ployed. Prefent with them the walls went 
\xpi juadi^ dey fiHod "vi^ . inhdtiStatits. 
By hb Jn^iinuit eaeetttidlaboufa gideiBances 
were redrelled, and all things regulated in 
Ibch iudMnnet at to render :theai ^fy tnd 
happy. .". 

'This Is the h^fi ^^f bfs nitam^ iii^'ofe 
wo»]i I ba?o rea4* ' Think upon me^ ntf Gd4 
f$r £0od^ [ aecordhtg to ait that Ihnv^cikn^fir 
this people. 

• • « * 

; .... 

LakoUapb this conlbnant to tt^e prid^ 
oiples of reaib|i and rovd^ttion. )^tupal r&- 
ligtdo di^ttts l^ac Goi is good, and a lover 
lof H^teouffttlsj The &crifiail fervicifet 
of tbe:ta^plfi 09 :io(Ulcuted £ar particular 
cafes, or pointing to the promifed SajriotiOk 
while they imply'd guilt, gave aflurance 
|hA( if WM.P«&i5«it fWith th* rfiSbraJ lio- 

liofsfs ^ Qed fl^ ,h^vR rMpfft tp iw^ftrf^ 

b\g ^yfeaj^n iftgifljJie 19% }«ftnfcf$. qf 5ho'^ 
:uj B This 
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' Ts IS paflage as utti/ed by a ruler ik'-If 
rdSlf fuggeJds • to us feme things of impor* 
tance/ ibitable to the occaiion of oar pre- 
fent aflbbbling. : : ' F 

I. We may take notice of the ground of 
this requeft Ini the text to God. V 



> < . . 



IL THi£ requcft itfelf as connedcd with 

it. 



arq in the 6r(b:|pdace to take . notice 
of the ground of this requeft to God;- — * 
\AcccrdiHgto all tbht Ihave done for this people • 

m • . 

a • 

This naturally leads us into fome reflec- 
tions npon civil gor^mmentf it's defjgn, 
and the ptoper Heps whereby it is piirfued4 
But the ft^jedls have Been handkid'with fo 
much coplioufnels' and accuracy in thisdefl^^ 
that they mud be bUt tmnfiently toiich'd 
upon. " •,■;;.•: 

« 

It hath pleafcdtho creator of all things 
to implant in manlcind adeifi'eof happidels 
in the continuance ofbeing,- and accefiions 
to' theii* enjoymcilM. ' 'Tim inay be deem'd 
a >kind of lnilin<n:| 'Whii;h urges them with* 

out 
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out any radooal arguments to ward ofi* an 
irijury, or tlike bold of an offered adrantage; 
and is an engine of: providence, .whereby 
they are impelled, to a^ion, and thehujman 
fpecies is>prefcrvcd. ; Ta this the Father 6f 
4>irics hath fuper-added reafon, to direct it 
in it:s opwacions irtto a triick confident with 
the welfare of others, . and mofl: adapted to 
ik proper end. 

% * * * 

. In theprisfent flate this principle gaining 
an undue afcendancy over the; intelligent 
powers is apt to excite men to the impetu- 
ous purfuit of perfonal intereft, to the op- 
pref&pn of the • we9k;er« The proportion 
of an attainable good i$ ojoreover as th« 
ioeans of arriving to it^ Many c^n <fie^. 
jnore than one. . * V 
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CoNjsiDERiNpjbepj the, incapacity of 
individuals to .defend themf^ves from the 
,rapacious, or ^p rearqh.thjit degree of good 
.they,^ii^ht in a coUejftive yicwji thj?y are 
led to Union. Union for thefe ends fuppo- ' 
fes ruleis framed in fubferyiency^toth^m. 
OccafjOQ^ are coatinwally rifing forthea- 
^meft^p^nt of geW*i rules, -ot ad<jBtioAs w 
rhein,; and piir;icular>a»f^oteur' which it 

B z is 
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n;Ji9t poBkAs ftt once td pioride fbr; ^ 
fk ftsfldtn^ i^Hktuve dii tH6ttd. Lt ws with* 
odt exioeution iib dB.non^ (dutfefore th^« 
muft tieaii Authority to^e cteii» ukttWe&* 
Tbb &ttffl8 < the aotiiral courfe -of ^ings* 
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< 7sE eieterior llr^ngth of ft eonnntthitjrk 
itfa)ii)qsrmi.fafe(^ ftnd «cltaiita^ pvefent 
, .xieceffity, or fecurity for time to ^(XSp, and 
a variety of adventitious circuinftances» 
J^etl^eif wdgt)t iti the tAodd-of gbtcnmr 
meoty ^nU tterefdne it diftbt^ acddrding to 
-the IjgHr in which either is i^iieTf ed. 

• • , • . •» • 

1 « 

ScTRHoviM^Bb byfevttjidibte advt^H^rlii^ 

H people may cftufib bd glre to Ib^e ohe i 

Icind of diAacorial ^athority for th<Hr ^ 

fence. Ifrael vejced with the f ^ecjueht ir- 

Tuptions of ^heir neighbours deilred a king 

' fb J(j<ij5feith«ttj, iJAd/Jj*/^/Afe;r^B»fcf; Pro- 

l^'^rty gifes wftuerfce, andfidfunk)! a fort of 

dattn to iru^' ahd k 1afg|d iinfterefl; cbtineds 

ed witfli th^t idf %his pubHc fedtns 'to rendefr 

thcpofl^flbi-^b^by df<tonfidence. Thcre- 

Ibl'e hftAi thbtoTe ddmjMoh beencoftimitted 

to ft'oMdaiti Bdnill^. CqualSty of proper- 

ry^ a t^t 'linMttbi, or {^d^apl pataful 

ieadwictice'of^hielltciflfeAs of <«inliiftited fo- 

yereignty, 
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twdgncy* i«nrp imrodiicfd a pepidaf iiiiai« 
^idioDt the Kicie^ bt lar^ ttkennfj^'m 
themfelves the final decermiaatioa ^ umJb* 
ters which concern them. 






- BoWsiKftii each of theft mty iuiTi^rct 
, good purpofes for h tern, jjmt Gi^y tihayt 
^ are liable to exception. The fupreme 
kgii]tttiT« dtid ekeo^tinf pdwvr Mg«tf Jftn- 
^Mfy ia'iitid^fanie hands vfacwfctroiMiinnidli 
t^^vatpiyk A g^ternlibeilit a|to]gMi^-^ 
pukr by heafotr of «n infimtt di^risiity <i 
paniodtor inttteftsy dhSbmint o^iMbM^ md 
iarml QODrukaiioqe of nhi^ whols <b6Kly, U 
ildW, tinevel), atid Ikbli^ to c^AfV^jUiMtt^ 



I 
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^ Sappy iM tfooft trbd^' polfli2:sA ffakll il» 
loWs fuch prero^tive as is fufficient to the 
vig<»'» Wdifonnbg^, M <dh)Nft6!i, ief pHiblic 
ttiedbiies, biiit^t Itie l^iWd ttiinP^ tvilh (Ueli 
ttfti^iolis, >M th«X th« libe^tied of %ht fub^ 
j^a am (i4e, Mid by & wife Mis^iit^ idtth^ 
fef ewd fiA wew which alane be<:oft»e perfiicif 
^St Hh^kri them iagUy beoe^cial. 

• • . \ 

% 

^ov&kWMtut originating ^bdnthie lalv 
of *;lf prefervation propftrly (Jirtfted, «i4 

being 

* Ileiocfciai Syfleo of Uurerhl Lav. ' 
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iMoAg the bafis:of public happio^fs, we may 
€0%: xdlcd ttie iiethods to be profecuted 
ifluconfeq^hce. 



/ • • t I 



FnoM hence 'tis evident that the confit-^ 
tutiohxdaims the fird attention of fuch as are 
i(i'the'IegiilatiTe capadty. . 

•i"9nHsi3»ttGH the weaknd» of hisoian' uih 
dbcfl&rtding, :^datakntal priocitiies may 
poipHdy.be produdfcife c^tU'coofequencas, 
^vo^gh.a cbmipt bia»> falfe dedui^ions 
tnay ^ ib^de from maxitm true and eiEcd- 
kut* '.which pradifed upon itrUl be highly 
^ieuiotiefiiial* "It ihould .therefore be their 
care within their line to CDrxe^.iDi{fcakcsAof 
either kind ; for if the foundations are out of 

^w^'^lhatJhaUAhe righteous drl - 

♦ t / ♦ - . 

t.A^XKlui^Mecion^tnOoa.Qn, the other 
Jl«ai^;thc fubfijmency of which to general 
ufitKiy.; e^pcrieac^ 4emon{|r9te$, is to be 
Area^qufly maiiit^ined. The. Mlance of 
99Cfi^. io ft mixed government b no eippty 
theory.; Thedeftruftion of; it- is terrible. 
The revolutions of Rome in former days 
we need not recur to • in proof of this. Bri- 
tiih records will inform xa pf.the abolition 

of 
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of the anciehr fyftei!r,43iecalamiftt«the&ce 
enfiiin^^ fo feT^rely fehr as''to\inducr:«3i» 
turn to it. wkh as mach'tdtl as it^Was^rqted 
ted* It lays with ralers pjpreferve thistid^ 
laoce^ (every iQclinationt^/which'^is.'ia'a 
double proportion), hj a &rQpiUoiisadiie> 
rence to theihifies^of thett department/ and 
Itbe feafonaUeehedc to^tbenrk^ioh of pi»' 
icribed Umits. ' ^ : , : 

It isUkewife'evidentttiattfaeti^i^xoinr 
m unity fl^quld&U under the equal. eyfi. of 
rulersn- that their concern fliould be.exefisir 
kA for all. Bi vallhip t^re often jxx^yi be 
between the feireral parts- of fociecy,^and 
ilruggle^ for iawilsmties \and prbdlp^cil 
Oon(lici|ciics ihayvticped: that thefe; w&ctti 
they eleft ptolre theiradvacatt^in pn^udiae 
toothers* But Aicfa /inoribrAir. refped; i$ 
^^ pervf rfioki of .the- great intention of gor 
vernment^/i oftentimes rendering thecc^^ 
tioh: of ySMT,:. of iMa}^ worfe than if they 
iiad. remaiflttd in a ftate of nature, by tying 
them dpynlimider public fandion tO:Wba£ 
iO^'tjMr.ilatc'tfiey raigbt have profpfeft of 
kdief frgm.1 '>feceflary bm'dens are to be 
adjuiled to the different ca|acities of bear- 
ing them, and advantages to be alike open 
•oTevery one properly qualified to improve 
them. It 



X4 Ail OJSClteriXIilQN. 
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I 

•- '.3«{»i«|iMHyt«iA:pt:tl4t what ooaodrto 
i^tm^nttftSht^i^Uk '^ • 7vot>cit objcift «f 

ifmdii.fofthiir.fi|pp<H!t'of tbcrfii «ht)rehw 
thsipiibUo Agreiblfl to ehe places t^ey ftifl> 
IftiiWIbr idc^sclB irqikf wA ofipo^tiof} tdt* 
tfat vn«ianaqQU>le dacttocolalients of socf 
tt^st^for' t&8: xkiidraiotoibn of .eonteftdci 
rights, neceilary to peace and <xiexr-4ot the 
encouragement of agriculture,manufa6tures 
lOiA cfimmaitt ikom wheBCft aie deritdid 
^tfitth ami pIettty"««for the fappre^oi»fl£ 
itiita«rality« ioi^ts. natire tendency as Well 
ill by the. righteous prpvideace of God pregr 
iMat.«iih'fiiiiln--i«>r tpaintainingfocial worr 
$ca^£o lfieb(% toM^t iqapreffisre fipnfe ei 
iHfijoe ttuags nrhcilsby the fofenatty of s(ii 
«aih (th^ gmnd ftvftri3fDflltt'i]if gqvietdiaent) 
4(1 kvpi up, ^and lad^s ilto iths Sbrce.of oivH 
titgboricy that of oeffduMK^tttlbfl . proR^or 
-dn]^ the faifereAi of leaniif^ kvhicii foftens 
a natural ferooley^A^alfi'tbe,«nit^ and but- 
:jpn^ pf cxnninoil life, capacibttca for gfccafc 
uhdertdkings, oild . !«^ti||i iV^lusb: ^notntttib* 
'ftaodingt^eexdain9iMns^t>f^ttomaQ4:eiih 

thdiaiin^ or. a nak-rpwifpid^ raHgion iisd 
•fibwtyarftclofi^y muted. 
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To the efficacy of authoritative decrees 
to thefe piirpofes 'tis neceflary that they be 
dictated with as much pfecilloh as poflible, 
fo as to be eafy of application — tliat' the" re- 
wards and punifhments' annexed fhoulcj be 
fuitedto the* circumftances and prevailin's; 
paffions of thofe for whom they areTramedjI 
and a freedom of accefs be ever prVferved 
to the tribunals of juftrce. ' * ^ * 

^ Hekge, finally the true ufe oi executive 
power is readily perceived. It is the ener- 
gy and influence of the legifldtive— the le^- 
giflative put forth 'into a<fl. "Tbofe'tKerc- 
fore who are veftcd with it are never ,a|: li- 
berty to difpenfe with laws— are ever to 
make tliem their rUle'of conduft, and to ^ 
their utmoft, endeavour a concurrence with 
the fpirit and defign of them. 

With this general idea of civirgovern- 
ment coincides the word ofinfpiration/when 
. itafllires us that the rulier is the mimfier of 
Godforgood~2L revenger to execute wrath up- 
on him that doeth tviX^ attending continunlly up- 
on this very thing. With this coincide the 
comcbon ferititnents o?antiquity . . '^he kings 
of the Gentiles (feme bif the fiicceflbrs* of 

C * Alexander 
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Alexander particularly ) chofe to be called 
benefa^orsy when they reverfed the charac- 
ter. Pagan deities were at firft earthly he- 
Iroes — good rulers who laid therofclves out 
for the benefit of mankind. Whether they 
had an apotheojis in gratitude for what they 
did here, or as bejl qualified to fuperintend 
affairs below, or as an incentive with their 
fucceffors to an imitation^ it Ihows the fenfe 
of mankind upon this head. 

11. The other thing which comes under 
Confideration is the requeft to God. Think 
upon me my God /or good. 

This in connexion with the latter claufe 
is worthy of diftinct remark, as containing 
fcafonable and weighty hints, viewed in a 
diverfity of lights. 

I. We may underftand it as, an implica- 
tion of a ruler's governing aim at the appro- 
bation of Heaven in his adminiflration. 

The favourable regards of God cannot 
be conceived to be extended to any whofe 
habitual convcrfation in the world he diP- 
llkesi and therefore cannot fitly be applied 

for 
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for by thofe who have not made it their 
main care to pleafe him. Suqh a fanftifica- 
tion of God in the heart by the influence 
of his fpirit and truths as fhali give the fu- 
premacy to his approbation, is of vaft con- 
fcquence to rulers, having a prodigious ef- 
ficacy with them in the I'pecial bufinefs to 
which they are called. 

Perfect wifdom hath made nothing 
without defign. The faculties of the minds 
of men are for improvement, the talents 
given them for ufc in fome particular fphere. 
The difpofal of ci re um fiances, and adapted- 
nefs of talents thereto, point out this fphere/ 
Hereby induftry is recommended in every 
ftation, and the command proclaimed as 
with an audible voice from heaven, Orr//^ 
'till Income. 

Without fubjeflion to the will of God 
the ruler cannot enjoy his fmiles, Serioufly 
and deeply affecJled herewith, he gives all 
diligence (never content merely with the. 
. honors and emoluments of a place ) that his 
mind may be furnifhed for exalted fervice. 
He will therefore carefully examine tl>e 
befl policy of ftates, the caufes of their graii- 

C 2 deur 
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dear and declenfion, attentively furvey his 
own country, it's fituation, cojjpexions, 
and manners, inveftigate the foundation of 
' jaws, and their trqe feofe, by intenfe 
thought, and th^ ftudy of the moft judi- 
cious writers upon the fubjeft,and converfc 
with the remoter branches of knowledge 
^ according to opportunity ) which throw 
light upon what he is more nqarly con- 
cerned with. He rifes early, and fits up 
late, deliberating upon the public fafety. 
Con tern platiqn and reading are for a£livc 
duties, and the treafures of wifdom labo- 
rioufly acquired are freely expended for 
the good of fociety. The fenate complains 
not of his abfence, or the feat of judgment. 
He propofes, fupports, objeds, determines, 
and executes, and drains every nerve ir^ 
the fulfillment of his trijfl:. 

Under a firm perfwafion that the righr 
teous Lord loveth right eoufnefs,^ defireth truth 
in the inward parts^ and that in his favor .is 
iife^ he engages in every momentous tranf^ 
action with folemni'ty of fpirit, is exceeding 
cautious that be does not pervert judgment 
por coiifent to any thing merely for it's plau- 
sible appearance. ' Whatever comes before. 

biin 
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km poffqs under a fevere ferutiny ; aflfent- 
ing hereupon to its reftitude it is receive4 
and profecuted. He is n©t awed iotq conj- 
pliances difagreable to t:he convi<Elicxas of 
his roind. by menaces from any quarter.-^ 
Ti^e fear qf man hringeith ajmr^^ btti. ujhofi 
putteth. his truji in theJUordy maintains due re-. 
Iped to hm, Jhqjl be fafe froin th? prevailing 
power of fuch a temptation. Tenacious* 
of a well formed purpofe,fecuIar argument^ 
of no fort are fufficient to warp him, he 
purfues it with an inflexible ftability. Coij- 
ftituted guardian of ^berty, it i§ ever bffprp 
him, and dear to him above any earthly 
enjoyment. He is ready to all juft means 
for it's prefervatipn, even to the laying 
down his life if called for in providence : 
But never will Heabufe the venerable name 
through precipitancy of pafliqn^ apd fox thQ 
gratification of any perfonal finifter views* 

4 

Incompatib;.e with this perfwafipi^ 
is an habit of intrigue and diflimulation,^--, 
every fubtle evaflon of right, and thofe ar- 
tifices which create confidence and ruin de- 

• 

pendants. It leads to fairocfs of ^xpreffioi^ 
and behaviour — to account obligations fg^ 
cfed and a pun^ual conformity* 




* * t 
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The greateft may have fome avenue 
whereby they are acceffible to the crafty 
and defigning. A latent vanity not eafily 
fubdued renders adulation too palatable. 
Sucking in the lufcious draught, the ruler 
(as well as others) may be intoxicated with 
the poifon. Not fo if he loves the prai/e of 
God more than of man. This is an effeftu- 
al antidote againfl: it's baneful influence. — 
This clofes the ear to the artful panegyricks 
of the fawning parafite. 

It mujft be confefle J that other principles 
befides this we have been confidering may 
carry the ruler into a channel of duty in 
many jnftances beneficial to a people. The 
enquiry is whether any (hort of this is fufli- 
cient to carry him through the whole courfc 
of allotted duty. 

Na tu r a l benevolence — a difpofition 
to fervc mankind and to ferve them grace- 
fully at once charms us, and we are ready 
toprefage much good when this is the cha- 
rafterifticofa ruler. Bur a little auention 
will convince us that it is often accompanied 
with a certain indolence, averfe to that clofe 
application which forms the great, the vi- 
gilant, 
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giiant, the adlive patriot, and involves in it 
that defire to pleafe which tends to an indif- 
criminate treatment of all, and a flexibility 
which is fometimes prejudicial. Religion 
gives vigor and compadednefs to this ami- 
able fpirit ;' by this aided and exalted, it 
brings forth fruit equal to the moft fanguine 
profpcfts. 

> 

Sense of honor hath been much extol- 
led, and is not without its advantages in 
high life. But if all which is meant by it is 
a regard to decorum of behaviour as it 
comes under the obfervation and judgment 
of the world, 'tis too dinted, too fluftuating 
always to hq depended upon. This is con- 
fident with private vices, which by a kind 
of fatality draw on fuch as are more flagrant, 
and widely mifchievous. Ages differ in 
their tafte, none are free from corruption^ 
and a compliment to that we live in maty 
betray into a violation not of received, but 
reai propriety of condudl*. 

Affectation of parade — of (hining 
in auguft afferablies, and being accounted 
pillars of the ftate, prompts at times to ex- 
ertions, the good effects of which a commu- 

. liity 
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iiity ftnCbly feels. But how will this ope- 
tate in the day of trial, when fame and du- 
ty come into competition, and a refignation 
bf the former is plainly incumbent ? What 
but a principle of piety will produce the 
coftly facrifice ? • 

Apprehensions of the intrinfic excel- 
lency of virtue, nice ideas of moral beauty, 
are worthy of the mind of man, i^and have 
thfeir attractive influence. But abftradl no- 
tions bfily feem fitter for pure intelligences, 
than thcfe who dwelling in houfes of clay 
have paflions perpetually applied to by a 
thbufand fenfible objcfts. *ro look in the 
critical hour to God whofe favour and 
fricndfhip are of infinite importance, will 
be likely more to warm the heart, and 
excite the fprlngs ofaflion, than thefineft 
Tpeculations of this kind. 

At>MiTTi?^G then that in many in fVances 
thefe principles have been beneficial in their 
confequencCj ftill this muft have the pre- 
hettiinence, as an incentive to more exten- 
five goodnefs,- and the proper refult of 
which is a confident and uniform chara<fter. 

2. This 



« 
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/a. This claufe'coniiefled with the latter 
may injport the rqler's confcioufnefs of in- 
tegrity in office^ rand his appeal to God on 
behalf of it. ' ^ 

r • • 

Mankind \«;ith underftanding, judg- 
mei^t, iand memory, are capable of recollec- 
ting the paift temper «nd cdndu6i,aiid com- 
.patihg them with feme rule — the divine 
law* Conformity or difagreement herewith 
begets fatisfsldlio^ or uneaiinels in review, 
efpecially as relative to the final determina- 
tion of the charafter and ftate by God the 
judge of ail. What reverence is due to 
confcience, whofe power is alike exercifed 
in abfolving or condemning Hcit great and 
^xh^finall ? How niuch (hould w^e* prize his 
friendfliip, how fearful left we exafpcrate. 
him? 

> 
The ruler is not always exempt from the 

cenf^ite and refentment of the world. Mfe- 

lanch'oiy beyoncj defcription is his cafe if 

the reip.roaches of confcience are joined 

with thofe of a people — when deferted by 

map, he cannot look up to God with com- 

fort, for the voice of confcience is the voice 

ofCiod." Bur^eiifure and refentment are 

'" ' D not 
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not coofioedto thofe oj^yftfaatiare: culpable. 
Someumos tbey isM upon the vP^igUc ; 
through mi&pprehcnfions, jealaufijes m^f»- 
dant upon a warm paflion for liberty ^il^Q^vy 
burdens and difappointments fermenting 
the Tpiflt, or. under :fomfcip*riacuJaT»>^«VQ-^ 
lent influence. Mofe^, was ffiithffti m all 
God's houfs^ but for as iBXttaoirdinary divine 
interpofid he would have fufifered fijoin thafe 
for whom he.fo fertjjntly pleaded. If /A 
t«^/isidcem!ed.an exceptiion to the reft of 
mankimiilefc u$. look elfe where. The^jfrA*- 
.»/a«j were the moft polite and fcnfible p^o- 
. pie on earth ; quick in difcerning merit, 
and ready to embrace it.' Yet thofe fojr 
whom they ordained public honours, by 
reafon of upfortunate events in which they 
had no (hare, felt the weight of their dif- 
pleafure. Even Arifiides by the fuperior 
intereft of a powerful adverfary, endur'd 
tJijC feverity of OJlracifm^ wifhing as he re- 
Jinquiflijqd Jtjii^^ country that it might never 
vwan^ hifl|. ^^;sjf when fuch a ^difaftrous 
lorbofal^ a faithful^r^ler, leading him to a 
folemh retrofpcifl, vau indeed rauft be his 
happinpfs with the teftimony of confcience 
in Jus favour. He hath that within which 
i^ far 4norq^ than a^^^allance to wh^t lie feds 
V . froiki 



. frc»m.witho»ty(tfepug|i.tIutmii(lbep^ 
he hath zjoy unfpeakable^ which 1^9 man can 
take from him. 

. Ry-? Aapj^QOng Tiich a day a»:Uws. neyqr 
tQ bi^pofi, ytt m9K#ty ia th^ eod of all 
: xo^iV' Rulers ar^r flailed gods a§ id aa eleva* 
' t«d/fH^ipni but t|apy: rauft^/^ //Af w«r. I^jy- 
ing upon the bed of death that fcrious r?- 
fieftioii is fcarce avoidable which a crowd 
^otbu^n^s andfpkqdid Scenes pf^^^tod in 
Tome* How diftr^iHiig ranft be fhat period, 
to Qne who for loft^g time bath lofl; fight of 
bis; j^ri'and, and perverted the ^nds of his 
idtvipe apppUftqi^^t, op{>refie4 with guiUc 
r JjetjiHiariy wcijmulatqd ? ,0a the coatrary 
wb^f tranfportS; j^9 ai t,^k f^^foQ: the por- 
tion o( Iiiqs^ wbo;haih.exercifed a confaencc 
^-iA>4^. qfi^emct ^W.feof^ ?JRP^.^P^?^|che3 to the 
lateft moments ? Remember Lord,, 9s ojijcc 
a jewifh monarch, (ays he,(as fuppofed upon 
. tha ygrg^ of iife, \ how I baixe walkedktfore 
fkee ilk, tn^fff qnd with a perfe^ hearty and 
have dfinid that which is good^m thy fight ^ and 
feiks irj; tlifS. pangs of iiiijbl ving xw^we* . 

. ■ ' ' ' ■ ■ ' "• 

.3^ This cla^fe.m^y ^e, uod^ood a« 
d?qQffi)^>a ruler's f^tfai. in 4»4 iiop^ <>f the 
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.... ♦* 

^ gracious rewards of futurity agreable to 

^his fervices:-'- 

However important the difpute may 
be concerning the intim^tiop pf future hap- 
pinefs* in the old teftameht, 'tis, ne^dlefs to 
enter upon it how. * Suffice it at pi'efent 
'that the Tews in fa6t believed, and were 
aftuated by it. 






• • • 

^ ErilRNAL life is the free gift of God 
through Jefus Ghrift our Lord, but a gift 
appropriated to thofe who polFefs a temper 
devoted td his fervice and glory, and be- 
llowed according to their aiBdiiity in his 
work. ' Agreably our divine prophet hatH 
reprefented mankind as^fervants, betrufted 
with pounds or talents — fomething improve- 
able, and^ diftinguiihed as they gained by 
trading. 

c 

WftAT reftraint is the faith' 'i^blch ivthe 
fub fiance of things hoped for ^ and ihe evidence 
of things nqtfeen from predominant worldly 
ambition i^rid avarice, prolific fources of 
venality and corruption ! We judge of the 
yalue of things very* much by comparifon, 
' and the : profpe^ of obtaining them. In 

nature 
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nature and doratioti the bteffings above far 
(arpafs any thing below. While they are 
at^a diftahcethe faperiority xlbes hot appear 
in a llriking lights but brought near to the 
f6^l>h6 W ii * tvery 6iictftinting obje6l here 
iifilttitiilhe^ f^ Still doe$' the eftimation in*- 
^iteafe' ^heh tkdre is ftroftg^ confolatida 

^br<)ugh grace of aUf hei^Tj^ to them#^ 

* » I » ■» . ■ • » • • ■ ' 

Wi T H' thfe^'feiith and • hofks ^ho among 
the fons of the tnighty t^fi^'burn^with reft- 
lefs defires of mounting higher iif the ibale 
>'of human gtory^lndifiensfat to any uie^dcb 
' of ad v^ancement boweveribafei oi* un worthy) i 
Incongruoustherewith is an infatkblegres- 
dinefs of wealth, ah unbridled appetite ib 
the jyages of unrighteoufnefs. The crown 
■*tjhicb fade^ not lemay referved in heaven^^^nd 
a fair reverfidniry inherjtance in the-4^- 
4om which cannot be fmyu^di bdbg obje^xip-* 
on which thd mind is fi:£ed, temptations 
from this world muft lofe their ftrength. 



f; 



• That God is not unrighteous to forget 
the ivork^ and labour of hve-Jheived towards 
his name and people, Toeing deeply imbib-d 
in the heart, is a powerful impulfe with a 
ruler to unQiaketf perfeverance in duty. By 

fatimt 



fOthnt emtifmShce$n Tvefi^f^f'-rmth 9 aeal 
UQabatedtbjrjr^entment^ imdtfenayed^by di^ 
Acuities, he^^ii^Sr itheibbHni&^fiir, the 
idioMtiie traaff3V^.6{imtnofftafj(^4: If bis work 
«irtt<ai4«d wjtbiMElfe»fra^Bw»«!ivery:e»fttv- 
4;inng; dikHtffffXlg h^tth.fi^licy ''^er enough 
'ilih«fi.thif: ivopk.-iji tvHb ihhor4 wad hi$ if<^ 
ivardwith kh 4Siidii;r^tki»^iG&A. who v^tftl 
unerring reftitude weighs the aftions of his 
^erv«Dtfi» ,witfe^ aJI; the -ettkawing cir«im- 
.ftdoc^j atteodiog; thei3)> and vtUl aw^rd'A 
dtftCd tAtCirtdbrl^ji in tbAt: d^y when thp 
;-kings^ of ^the cauth^idnd ^^t rneo, ih^U in 
^.their ixiitedoniitdre. Aand bdwe the judg* 
-nic|}t. :feafi:.:Qft Chiafl; ^ to jretieivei^ deciiiiRe 
Jbotcoce foictferniiy* : .^ 

I t'Sucif ^m the (^uipeai;». wbkh arif« ^ 
-9diAtQiDp]tttiQ& upcia tt»i«. c^j^t o| ^<;r^ 
- ^^tnhb^ ^Jbidi'^^iSi^d. b« wwte. in- deep 
«<iDd lading chMoi^rs: tj|?0Q t^q biearts, Qf 

ivhich the general temper and tenor of adi- 
pn dughtio be farmed. CdncurrcBQcf with 
'tiiesjaitoefs havof our honored fatheFs^in 

' ah open maaner dechr^ by coining into 
the teniplo thi$ mormi|gy c^at the "weighty 
^aits which . are to be tranfaded jp«y be 

' tnttoduced by the word of God andfrajier. 

Wow 
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r 

. How,g^(?at; is tb? . jjFJivjIege by \5fbjflfe 
c\y\\ ipler^jacp ^iftingwife^ed by Godi whilf 
:th^y bave k M their bands ■ abgiye ojoft .oJ- 
tb^fs to do.g9<?^l to ,bi&peppte,-'-^iiprivn<^ 
Ibis jvit^ . wi^ipb ,tbe rexwrnftl bridge? of 

.greatn#, .tbe%t|;?fep?^ 9l;A?femifliftp 4R^.r#r 
rp4«St juftly; {)f!longing to tb^ta, or jthe moft 
fljoipk r(S?«ftoes aji^ifiix'd ^to their .otilc(^.:i£lp?$ 
not. wprttfcy.. lo be compared ;r-r^ pri^ifeg^ 
attgtBented secordiog to th€ ekvattoo iC^ 
dignity^ . . , . , . . .. 

. r 

' ♦ { ' : . 1 ^ . • 

The ?Juef q3^giftrate;qf ilihi? proyiocp 
li^th <?mincftt 4^'viantages t(^/erve this p/e/>plt» 
With j^eafure we own his tapm(yy,^nd re- 
Jy upon his difpofiaon toirnproye ift for this 
|)Uf pofi?* May his Ex^ieUency continued ^ 
rthe head qf adraii:>iftratipn be guided by di- 
vine eounf^l, affifted to the d^charge of. the 
diKtes.of his n:atiqn| nieep wkh the accept 
itaace of tljofe orer whom he hsith aytho^ 
Tiry, the fmiles of his madec un4er whom 
h'ea^s, and what is infinitely mpp(j\fhe 
jConanjpnd^tion of his fupreme jurigp. 

• 7jf*oirGH the tender mercy of purGod 
;tip9ii us the day is returped wiierein th« 
,«le6lL\5c fipwer Tje.^led in-two ^branches of 

the 
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tW'tegHlattire ifor 6\lr benefk is to be im- 
pfoved. The fubjeft upon which I have 
i^een treating points' out their duty in the 
ctioice of his Majefty's Council. So great 
k'truft as is Ibdg'din this part of the Gene- 
rtilAfTembly, mo(^ certainly ought to be 
i^ofbd in fid<^h as i^aiiifefl ah high opinion 
of the kind ends fdr which government is 
iQftkuted> and their value or a* place in it 
for the exefcife of a benevolent public fpirit, 
— who in addition to political wifdom, 
difcovcr a mind imprefTed with a fenfe of 
%'eHgicd, wMch'v^ill rendit^ theiit) impreg- 
nable. to any attacks uport their virtue, in- 
fpire them with heroic fortitude in , every 
exigency; and an unfhaken refolutipn to 
fpehd and be fpeht in the execution of the 
charge devolved on them. In the choice 
of fuch the whole community is greatly 
interefled. SoUicitude that tbefe have a 
feat at the Council Board will poiTefs each 
one upon whom it depends, who is defirous 
of^the anfWer of a* good conscience towards 
God, and .of giving uptiis account witk 
joy. Fully perfwaded of the critical in- 
fpedion' of the mod High, and impartially 
confulting the monitor withi^, we truft 
the heads of our tribes will fo a£l:ihis day, 

as 






I 



All ELECTION SERMON. 33 

as thai they and we may rejoice together^ 
•~»they in remembrance of their upright- 
uefSy ^ we in the bleffings derived from it. 

/ 

May God be prefent with the AJfenihlj 
of the mighty through the year, inftruding 
- his fetvants in the things of our peace ^ and in- 
clining them with one heart and one foul to 
purfue them. 



Th e burdens of faithful magiftrates are 
at all times heavy,- but have been greatly 
increafed in the months which have paded 
otcr us. Serious perfons anxious for them- 
felves and'ofRprihg, have not been unmind- 
ful of the perplexing cares tli their rulers, 
nor Without defires thiit they might bed!-* 
TCiftctt ttodfuftiined. 



- 1 
% 



Un d e r our forrows and diftreiles, we 
iiiVife ndt b^h ivithdut confolatory prof^ 
-pedfcs, fltid thofe- Updawfaofe hearts the 
profperity of Zibn hath kid, while they 
have pwrei oUt Udff, uiitd Godi liAyt revol- 
irifidr in tiiehr miords " fuclr things as have 
im^tily iapp6rted theM« 

t - J » . 

: :\' *E Our 
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Our fathers melted when they partod 
from their native country, — as leaving a 
parent, and taught their ofispring to efteem 
it as a mother. Difmifle'd from her bofom 
they and we have been aiflidled in all her 
affliftions, and triumphed in her profpcrity^ 
No evciit hath happened to her. which we 
have not fenfibly felt. Looking upon her 
always as- our mother country, we have 
looked upon burfelves as children,*— of the 
fame family. Our conne£libn therefore 
v^ith her hath led us into dependance of 
feeing feace in her peace. 

At a diftanot from the throne, . with 
cluty to our Sovereign^ we have confided in 
him, to give us favourable audience^ and 
extend his paternal concern to the reipoteft 
parts of his dominions,^^ * Swerpipt ^bo 
taketh p^eafureinthehappinefs of bispeople« 

Th e wifdom of a Britifli, parliament, re* 
gard to equity*— to the welfare of the jia- 
tioFi) throughout, muEd always incline to a 
review of every .important afl^ir as more 
light is oflfered— ^to^lltfw due wdghcitof the 
reprefentations that are'madei to the ^rga- 
ments which are propofed. 

With 
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'* * 

With fuch confiJeratjons hath the dif- •* 
fliiietudb of pur minds been much allayed, 
our ultibiate truft being ftill in the hope of 
Jfrael and the fnvtour thereof in the timf of 
trouble^ 

■ ft 

We haMce 'maited for thy f ah at ton God 
as thejthat yuatchfor the morning. 

^ THE mercy of the Lf>rd haih ieen upon us 
according as ive have hoped in him. God hath 
fpoken in his providence, faying, let there 
be lights and if is light ; we fee it and are 
glad. May God be duly acknowledged^ 
whofe goodhefs is unfailing. May our 
warmeft affections flow to pur King, and 
his government ! May thofe who have ge*- 
neroufly interedcd themfelvesin our behalf 
be had by us in everlafting graceful rjsmenj^ 
brance I 

While every e)'e fparkles with joy, and 
every mouth is opened in mutual congra- 
tulations, how natural is it in a fulnefs of 
fpirit, to anticipate ihe blellings concomi- 
tant with privileges freely enjoyed, — to 
look forward to a diftant day ? We behold 
the wildernefs bloflbming like a rofe, under 

E2 th? 
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the culcivatioo oi the hand of. ipdoftry. 
We behold pur comtnerqial intereib. Hour 
Tifhing, — the lapd of oor original pourioi; 
in her an) pie (lores upon us, fox cpm^enienct 
and delight^ we making as ample returns^to 
the increafe of her ftrength and opulence. 
We behold a race of princes proceeding 
from the iiluftrious Houfe which now 
reignSi ruling over Great-Britain and her 
American colonie^^ 'tUUb^fe .c,oI,onies ^nd 
Britain are no more. * 

7 • » . . I . . V 

But in the midft of our tranfportsJet qs 
think foberly. Indulging high expedation^ 
of feeing the good of QiodiS choCfin^ wex>ugbt 
10 remember that liberty,— the beft civ^ 
privileges which can be imagined, by no 
means neceflitate the happinefs of the fub- 
je(fts. With thefe alone, with thefc mifim* 
proved, we do but dream of becoming grcaf 
and glorious. 

» 

If when that is removed which fo great* 
iy opprefTed our fpirits, ^neftine heals 
(hould prevail, and every thing be made 
matter of ftiarp difputc, if we ihoqld crum- 
ble into parties, each one driving with ye* 
hemence for the maftery, if crowned with 

profpprjty 
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profperity we fljould graw proud in he^rt, 
and forget God, and malf^e profiqcpcy ip. 
extra vagance, lu?cury^ and;cv,ery,yic;e der 
•pendant upon plenty, ^i^orw iad ^ypu^d be 
our ^condition i This ( I w^s going .tp fay,) 
•W0UI4 be like children, to tljirow^ . a wjfy 
W:hat we now feem fp iz|uch pleaied twicb j; 
happy if no inorethap, .children we werjf^ 
rerponfible for our condfufl. But tJ^^ ex- 
prelEon is not ftrong jenough. This is more 
than rnerely to neglc<9: the proper improve? 
ment pf thegifts of Gpdi-r-'tis turning tixe«| 
againft pur fupreme bej^jefaftor,, and.p^^ ^ 
Terting the mcgns of happioefe to pjur ag- 
gravated qain* Rfjcding the cqunfpl of Gq4 
^gatnji ourfeivef, lye cannot look for ^ay 
f hing but ^efiru^ipiH to .jidvance like ^n ir^ 
refiftable "wbirl-wind^ and that wlien wf (^aJL 
ppd ftiould re:fuf(? to i&Mr,.-T~that,he fhoul^ i 
laugh at our calamity ^ and mck when terro|r 
us. 




But we hope ,better thiDgs,-rrthat pur 
liberty will bp ufed by all ranks and orders, 
as ihtJervantsofGod^ that in love we ft^U 
aififl: and fupport one another— *that hence- 
forth we fhall ferve God in truths and^ith 
^ perfeS hearty conjidering *ivbat great thingf 
jfehafbdoneforus. The 



38 An EtBCTION SERMON. 

The* truths wfiich have been; expatiated 
upon this tnorning as agireable to my text, 
are riot unappficable to a people. The de- 
iign o( dvil adminiftration being the wel- 
fare of coinmuniries, it is clear that unlimi- 
ted fubmiffioni-^fubmiffion in ail cafes, 
cantiot'be duty. It Is as clear that when in 
the general adminittration this defign is- 
kept Iff view, and profecuted, refped and 
fbbjc5tron are due to thbfe concerned in ir. 
IF rulers are to have habitiia! regarci to 
the approbation of heaven, the diftjites 
of cohfciencc, and; future bieflbdnefs, fo 
fliould thofe in inferior ftatlons, ' 'The civil 
diftindions which fubfift here artiong men, 
although neceflary to the well-being of the 
world, areyct but fmall, cpnipared wltfi 
that moral and probationary light/in which 
ail mankind aretobcconfideredasftanding 
upon a level. 

If thefe things are fuitably digefted we 
fliall be led to that temper, and converf^- 
tion, which forfaing the general charader, 
cannot fail to make us happy. 

Ma y God imprint them upon our hearts, 
and fulfil tP us his ancient promifcs, deli- 

verecj 
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vered in the nobleft drains by the enligh- 
tened prophet, with which I dofe* 

O thou affiiSed, toj/ed with tempeft^ and not 
comforted J behold I will lay thyjlones with fair 
colours^ and lajy thy foundations with fapphires. 

For brafs I will bring goldy and for iron I 

will bring filver^ and for wood brafs ^ and for 
Jiones iron : I will alfo make thine officers peace ^ 

md thine eo^aBors righteoufnefs. Thy people 

alfojhall be all righteous ; theyjhall inherit the 
land forever ^the branch of my planting^the work 
of my hands ^ that I may be glorified. 
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